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Philanthropy Connections

“With great 
dedication we strive to 
bring expertise and funds 
to where they are most 
needed and the results 
are evident.”     

Sallo Polak, Founder and Director 
Philanthropy Connections
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDER AND 
DIRECTOR

Dear reader,

How can I, in just a few lines, do justice to 
everything we have been able to achieve over 
the past year, thanks to our growing global 
network of supporters, volunteers and donors? 

Maybe I can, by introducing Dok Srei-ny to 
you.  Dok Srei-ny is an endearing 18 year old 
Cambodian girl. Through our support she can 
continue her education and thereby may hope 
for more and better chances in life for herself 
and her brothers and sisters. The realisation 
that through our efforts Dok Srei-ny’s story can 
be multiplied hundreds of times in all kinds of 
variations justifies for us all the work we do. It is 
uplifting and invigorating.

Thanks to all the support we receive, we were 
able to continue or expand our ongoing projects 
and start new initiatives like the funding of 
English classes at the Tomato Village Learning 
Center and the extension of the boys’ dormitory 
of the Save Haven Orphanage.

I could talk about other touching results, like 
Ah Shee, the girl with the clubfoot who can 
continue her medical treatment and is now a 
cheerful young girl, the achievements of the 
RICD Wheelchair Project or the scholarships for 
dedicated students from the Koung Jor Refugee 
Camp and all the other projects we support, but 
that would simply be too much for the context 
of this ‘message’.

As a result of the time and effort we invested 
in expanding our network, more people, and 
organisations became involved in what we do 
and our donor income in 2014 grew with 54% 
compared to 2013.

We were supported with a variety of initiatives 
from all kinds of people and organisations. 

We continued our cooperation with a group of 
master students from the University of St. Gallen 
in Switzerland who help KAKO in Cambodia by 
raising funds, giving trainings, taking care of PR 
and who started an eye care programme for 
villagers in Siem Reap province.

We continued to build on our organisational 
capacity and capabilities to put us in an even 
better position for our goal in life: to empower 
people and communities in an effective and 
efficient way.

Especially the joining of Noona, a Thai staff 
member with a degree in English and a Master 
degree in Social Development has greatly 
enhanced our capacity in local project due 
diligence and monitoring. 

So we made huge steps: an increased number 
of very involved stakeholders, a growing donor 
income and a stronger team while keeping our 
overhead costs low. But we know we are not 
there yet. We could not start all the new projects 
and initiatives we wanted and new rules and 
regulations by local authorities come with more 
paperwork. We must and will strengthen our 
organisation further. 

With your help and the dedication of our team I 
know we can make the difference for even many 
more people next year. 

Sallo Polak
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“What I like about 
working with PCF is that it’s 
practical: we locate local 
initiatives and through our 
connections, we make it 
possible for them to access 
necessary resources to run 
programmes for the benefit of 
the local people.”

“Education can improve the 
quality of life and is something 
that PCF and TVLC cooperate 
on to create opportunities 
for underprivileged children. 
Without the cooperation, this 
would not be possible.”

Arusa (Noona) Panyakotkaew, 
Project Coordinator PCF, from Thailand

Bumpen Sawaengdee (Ajan), Project Leader 
Beneficiary NGO KAKO, from Cambodia

Siripong Keatkitikul (Ten), Teacher  Beneficiary NGO 
Tomato Village Learning Center, from Thailand
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ORGANISATION

AT A GLANCE 
Philanthropy Connections Foundation is a 
charitable organisation that aims to empower 
people in vulnerable circumstances by supporting 
carefully selected local organisations. We 
believe that these organisations – through their 
local connections – are the most suited to deal 
directly with the social and economic conditions 
of their communities, thus are most capable of 
finding solutions to the diverse problems these 
people face. 

Since its inception in 2011, Philanthropy 
Connections has supported 38 different projects 
in Thailand, Cambodia, and Burma in the fields 
of education, health care, child care, emergency 
relief, housing and microfinance. Our success 
is made possible by a growing global network 
of supporters, volunteers and donors. Over 
the past four years, we have had close to 50 
volunteers from 14 different countries who have 
contributed their time and expertise, together 
with our staff in Chiang Mai, Thailand,  in making 
an impact.

MISSION AND VISION
Philanthropy Connections strives to become 
the first organisation that comes to mind for 
community partners in Thailand, Cambodia and 
Burma who seek assistance for the work they 
do to empower their communities, as well as 
for international private and corporate sponsors 
who want to be sure that their support is used in 
the most effective and cost efficient way. Because 
community organisations are low-key, they are 
invisible to many development organisations 
and lack access to needed resources. 

We therefore endeavour to operate at their 
local level to discover appropriate partner 
organisations. 

OUR APPROACH 
We work on the premise that disadvantaged 
people are able to create a dignified existence 
for themselves, provided that they have access 
to the relevant support and knowledge. We 
strongly believe that local organisations are best 
suited to support their communities, as they 
understand the challenges the communities 
face, know the culture and speak the local 
languages. These local organisations often 
lack access to external support in the form of 
funding, expertise and volunteers. 

Philanthropy Connections aims to connect 
these local organisations to the required 
external resources and financial support in 
order to maximise their impact. In most cases, 
this entails that we raise funds to support the 
projects of local organisations. In addition, 
we introduce volunteers to projects, provide 
trainings and connect parties that offer 
complimentary services. We carefully screen the 
organisations we support and closely monitor 
the implementation of projects, in order to 
ensure that funds are used responsibly. 

ORGANISATION 
Founded in 2011, Philanthropy Connections is 
registered in the Netherlands as a foundation 
under the name ‘Stichting Philanthropy 
Connections’. In Thailand, where our project 
office is based, Philanthropy Connections 
collaborates with the Foundation for Local 
Development (FLD), an organisation active in the 
areas of community development and training 
for empowerment. 

Our activities in Thailand are carried out within 
the legal framework and under the name of the 
FLD. 

Disadvantaged people 
are able to create a dignified 
existence for themselves, 
provided that they have access 
to the relevant support and 
knowledge.
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FLD also provides Philanthropy Connections 
with free office space, the support of FLD’s 
accountants and office manager, and access to 
shared services including legal and regulatory 
support for PCF and for the three full time 
employees: Sallo Polak, Executive Director, 
Vanessa Loucky, who joined in 2013 as 
Administrator and Arusa Panyakotkaew (Noona) 
who joined in 2014 as Project Coordinator. 

The joining of Thai staff member Noona has 
greatly enhanced our capacity in local project 
due diligence and monitoring. 

Philanthropy Connections’ work is supervised 
by a Board. The 2014 Board consisted of four 
members with Sallo Polak as the Chairman, 
René Mendel as Treasurer, Gerard Verberne as 
Secretary and Catherine Keyl as Board member. 
Within our own organisation, we are committed 
to working as cost-effectively as possible, 

and to provide maximum transparency to our 
stakeholders. 

Our organisation operates with very low 
overhead costs, thanks to our reliance on 
volunteers, our partnership with the Foundation 
for Local Development, and the low living costs 
in northern Thailand. 

We believe that only by being transparent, cost-
effective, and respectful to all stakeholders, 
Philanthropy Connections can maintain the 
trust of sponsors and partner organisations, and 
thus successfully pursue its mission of helping 
individuals and communities that are in most 
need.

“Often you hear people say 
that 90% of what you give will not 
end up where it should. To give is 
good, but to give to the one where 
you don’t have that feeling is not. 
To me Philanthropy Connections 
is transparent! Just think about 
how lucky we are that we can give. 
Providing for people, like you would 
provide for yourself. You will find that 
giving makes you a happier person. It 
makes the circle complete.”

Geert Schaaij, sponsor and host of 2014 fundraising 
event, ‘Heeren van Sminia’, from the Netherlands 
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF PCF

MARCH

‘You’re the Boss’ expanded! Via this 
social entrepreneurship school project, 
25 first graders from the A. Roland 
Holst College in Hilversum collected 
€ 1.600 for us. This year four schools 
invited us to participate. Also, Bazar 
International de Luxembourg funded 
tools to repair and adjust wheelchairs 
for the RICD wheelchair project. More 
people are helped more quickly now. 
Merci Luxembourg!

JANUARY

Thanks to the financial support of a 
Dutch family we could hire our Thai 
colleague Noona for a fulltime position. 
She was a volunteer at an organisation 
for children’s rights and has an 
academic background in Sociology 
and Anthropology. Her knowledge 
and experience fits perfectly with the 
work we do. As a native Thai project 
coordinator she is an ideal contact 
point for our local projects. Welcome 
Noona!

FEBRUARY

What’s in a name? The ‘Flying nuns’ 
flew to Cambodia for us. Alexandra 
Janse, the Chairman of this Dutch 
foundation, was so touched by our 
Facebook page that she funded three 
toilets and four water wells in three 
villages in Cambodia, constructed by 
our local partner KAKO. Also, a house 
was renovated and school supplies, 
library books and water filters were 
donated to the local community.
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MAY

Great news! Thanks to our sponsors 
we rescued another project from 
bankruptcy. In the Tomato Village 
Learning Centre, 60 Burmese migrant 
kids get English language night classes. 
This improves their chances on higher 
education and better jobs. Also, we 
organised a day out for 100 children 
from three projects. In the Promenada 
Mall they played in ‘Kids Paradise’, saw 
a movie and had a delicious lunch.

JUNE

We were able to grant supplementary 
scholarships to two new Burmese 
students from Koung Jor Refugee 
camp. They are now studying 
Community Development to become 
aid workers themselves. In the same 
camp, Hsam Noan took care of the 
girls in ‘our’ home for a year. When 
she needed help herself we connected 
her to our sponsor KiddyColors, who 
offered her a job. A perfect match! 

APRIL

Old friendships never die. For many 
years Sallo was a floor manager for 
Dutch television. His former colleagues 
now support our work. The team 
behind the satirical news-based 
show ‘Dit Was Het Nieuws’ donates a 
handsome amount for every episode. 
Other former colleagues promote us 
by taking pictures, producing videos 
or publish columns about our projects. 
Many thanks for all the support!
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JULY

Support from the travel industry! 
We invited the CEO of Dutch tour 
operator 333TRAVEL to Bahn Ruam 
Jai. Deeply impressed, he offered 
his help with funding this children’s 
home. Customers are encouraged 
to donate while booking their trip. 
Travelers who make a difference; way 
to go! Meanwhile we secured funding 
for our preschools for the next school 
year through an anonymous Dutch 
Foundation!

SEPTEMBER

Help where help is needed! Safe 
Haven is a home for 70 disadvantaged 
children. Our generous and loyal 
sponsor, Mr Peter Brodtbeck, financed 
the extension of the boys’ dormitory, 
necessary because six new boys arrived 
and there wasn’t enough space. And: 
after a very successful internship, we 
said goodbye to a wonderful intern 
Leanne Noom from the University of 
St. Gallen. Thank you Peter and Leanne!

AUGUST

Thanks to a partnership with the 
King Baudouin Foundation US, our 
American friends can now deduct 
their donations from their taxes. And: 
Nikki Lissoni Jewelry will design seven 
‘Charms for Change’ for seven of our 
projects. A certificate tells the story 
of the project the charm represents 
and with each purchase an amount is 
donated. A great way to help.
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OCTOBER

Eye care for Cambodian villagers. 
We helped the fifth ‘Helping KAKO’ 
team to start their ‘inSight Cambodia’ 
programme and increase its scope. By 
connecting the team with the right 
people, the initial idea of distributing 
spectacles expanded into a complete 
system to treat people with any kind of 
eye disease. A matter of vision. 

DECEMBER

The year ended in a spectacular fashion 
with a fundraising gala dinner in the 
Netherlands organised by the ‘HEEREN 
van Sminia’. Sallo was the ‘Guest of 
honor’ and was overwhelmed by this 
great event and the support for our 
work. While in the Netherlands Sallo 
also secured the funding for our seven 
libraries for the current year 2014-2015, 
a great relief. A month and a year to 
remember. 

NOVEMBER

Heartwarming reactions from the 
children of Bahn Ruam Jai when we 
visited them with KiddyColors, one of 
our sponsors. KiddyColors donated 
beautiful handmade children’s gifts of 
their own creation; and pillows, duvets 
and drawer cabinets for the dormitories 
as well. Another friend donated stuffed 
animals. Together with the delighted 
children we decorated the rooms in no 
time. A touching experience for all. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Notes 2013 EUR 2014 EUR 2014 THB Exchange rate 2014 EUR

Voluntary Income 1.5 91,499.73 83,524.77 2,492,240 0.02320 141,344.74

Projects Supported 2 -98,133.39 -6,059.52 -2,886,559 -73,027.69 

Payroll expenses 3 -7,230.69 -82.53 -739,519 -17,239.37

Administrative expenses -2,130.01 -6,388 -2,278.21

Representation expenses -1,860.99 -2,500 -1,918.99

PR expenses -457.36 -457.36

Transportation expenses -1,285.89 -4,863 -1,398.71

Acquisition of equipment -837.41 -837.41

Other costs -5,368.13 

Total Office expenses 4.5 -12,598.82 -6,654.19 -753,270 -24,130.05

Bank charges -408.86 -444.24 -1789 -485.74

Investment income 263.10 6,483 150.40

Withholding income tax -26.31 -648 -15.04

Depreciation -1,526.88 -1,526.88

Exchange rate gain/loss -6,844.83 1,287.78

Total financial income/expenses 5 -7,016.90 -1,971.12 4,046 -589.48

Total resources expended 5 -111,167.37 -14,684.83 -3,635,783 -97,747.22

Net movement in funds -26,249.37 43,597.52

Funds brought forward 84,263.21 58,013.84

Funds carried forward 6 58,013.84 103,138.23

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014
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Notes 31-12-2013 EUR 31-12-2014 EUR 31-12-2014 THB Exchange Rate 31-12-2014 EUR

Fixed Assets 9  1,526.88 0 0.025  -   

Cash on hand 7  67.66 101,408  2,535.20 

Cash Dutch account  32,443.85  80,832.43  80,832.43 

Cash in Thai account 7  23,975.45 790,824  19,770.60 

Total assets 7  58,013.84  80,832.43 892,232  103,138.23 

Liabilities 7.8  19,065.24  7,819.32 106,480  10,481.32 

Available funds  38,948.60  92,656.91 

Total funds 7  58,013.84  7,819.32 106,480  103,138.23 

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AT 31 DECEMBER 2014

Project
Expenses 2014 in EUR 

(footnote 5)

Koung Jor Shan Refugee Camp - Running costs for boarding house (121.400 THB)  2,816.48 

Koung Jor Shan Refugee Camp - Electricity Costs for public facilities (27.500 THB)  638.00 

Koung Jor Shan Refugee Camp - Supplementary scholarships (24.000 THB)  556.80 

Burma Children Medical Fund - Support for overhead costs (84.383 THB)  1,957.67 

Bahn Ruam Jai - Running costs for children's home (2.363.540 THB)  54,834.13 

KAKO - Village libraries (17.246 THB)  400.11 

Warm Heart Foundation - Children's day out (5.070 THB)  117.62 

Northern Welfare Center - Children's day out (3.450 THB)  80.04 

Tomato Village Learning Center - Running costs (155.971 THB)  3,618.52 

Safe Haven Orphanage - Extension of boy's dormitory (84.000 THB)  1,948.80 

Support for newborn (50 EUR)  50.00 

KAKO - Scholarship programme (224,64 EUR)  224.64 

KAKO - Preschools (5.708,82 EUR)  5,708.82 

KAKO - Toilets (27,08 EUR)  27.08 

Bahn Ruam Jai - Childrens' gifts (48,98 EUR)  48.98 

Total 73,027.69

PROJECT EXPENSES 2014
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NOTES TO THE ACCOUNT

ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Going concern assumption
The financial statements have been prepared on 
the going concern assumption. The financial year 
comprises the dates from January 1 to December 
31.

Cash based accounting
The financial statements are prepared on a cash 
basis accounting method.

Transactions and positions in the balance sheet 
in foreign currency
Transactions in foreign currency are exchanged 
at the date of the transaction. Foreign exchange 
gains and losses resulting from transactions in 
foreign currency are accounted in the profit and 
loss statement.
Monetary items in the balance sheet are 
exchanged at balance sheet date (31 December 
2014).

COMMENTS TO POSITIONS FROM THE BALANCE 
SHEET AND INCOME AND LOSS STATEMENT AS 
PER 31 DECEMBER 2014

FOOTNOTES

1. Voluntary income
Voluntary income is used to fund projects and 
office costs for operating PCF. PCF distinguishes 
between funds received for projects (earmarked 
funds) and funds received for both projects and 
office costs. 

2. Projects supported
A summary of the project expenses can be seen 
on page 16.

3. Payroll expenses
The payroll costs are part of the office 
expenses. In 2014 there were three employees, 
Executive Director Sallo Polak, Administrator 
Vanessa Loucky and Project Coordinator Arusa 
Panyakotkaew.

4. Office expenses
In 2014 the office expenses are recorded in more 
detail than in 2013. In 2013 we distinguished 
payroll expenses and other costs. In 2014 ‘other 
costs’ are split into administrative expenses, 
representation expenses, PR expenses, travel 
expenses and acquisition of equipment. 

5. Exchange rate Income sheet
For the Income sheet the average exchange rate 
of 2014 is taken for the exchange of THB to Euro. 
The average exchange over 2014 was: 1 THB= 
0,0232 Euro (www.oanda.com). 

6. Funds carried forward
PCF financially had a good year and managed 
to increase available funds. In 2015 PCF will be 
actively looking for new projects so the funds 
can be spent on the people and communities 
that need it most. 

7. Exchange rate Balance sheet
The assets and liabilities on the Balance sheet 
are exchanged according to the rates as per 
31 December, which was: 1 THB= 0,0250 Euro 
(www.oanda.com). 

8. Liabilities
The allocated but unused incomings are booked 
into individual funds for each project. 

9. Fixed assets
In 2014 PCF took the acquired equipment as 
costs. 
Equipment under 450 Euro or 20.000 THB is 
considered as costs and will not be depreciated.
In 2014 two office chairs were purchased for a 
total of 6.280 THB and two IT items (hard disk 
and server) were purchased for a total of 8.900 
THB. In 2014 PCF did not purchase items that 
qualified as fixed assets.
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FURTHER INFORMATION TO THE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS AS PER 31 DECEMBER 2014

Management compensation
Board members receive a reimbursement of 
expenses made in the interest of the organisation. 
In many instances, the board members forgo 
their compensation for expenses made for the 
organisation, in the interest of the financial 
position of the organisation. Board members 
do not receive an attendance allowance nor 
are they rewarded compensations for activities 
necessary to fulfill the administrative functions. 

Commitments
There are no commitments except the liabilities 
as disclosed in the Balance Sheet on page 16.
These are promises and legally not enforceable 
by law.

Onerous contracts and contingent liabilities
PFC has neither signed an onerous contract nor 
is the organisation obligated to fulfill services in 
the name of others. No contingent liabilities do 
exist.

Annual board meeting held 11 December 2014
The 2013 annual board meeting was held on 11 
December 2014. The 2013 financial report was 
discussed and approved by the Board. 

Subsequent events
There are no subsequent events after the 
balance closing date as per 31 December 2014.

Board of Directors / Management
The 2014 Board of Directors consisted of four 
members:

• Sallo Polak (Chairman);
• René Mendel (Treasurer);
• Gerard Verberne (Secretary);
• Catherine Keyl (Member).

Sallo Polak is managing the daily activities of 
the organisation from the office in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand.
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“The quality of the lives 
of so many people has changed 
due to the help of Philanthropy 
Connections. Whether it’s a project 
about education, health care or 
child care, we are helping them. 
It’s important to continue this 
work, because everybody needs 
to get the same opportunities. 
I’m glad I was a part of it.”

Michelle Emmel, PCF volunteer in 2014, from the Netherlands

VOLUNTEERS, SPONSORS AND 
PARTNERS

PAST AND PRESENT VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS
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Name Nationality Year Volunteered
Adrian van Wijk The Netherlands 2013
Adriènne Kranendonk The Netherlands 2013, 2014
Angie Ng Malaysia 2012, 2013, 2014
Ann Amann Switzerland 2014
Annabelle Gerber Switzerland 2014
Anneke Magendans The Netherlands 2013, 2014
Arno Smit The Netherlands 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
Carolyn Moffatt UK 2012, 2013
Cees de Bruin The Netherlands 2012
Charmaine de Jongh Curaçao 2013, 2014
Damian Doyle The Netherlands 2012, 2013, 2014  
Dick Stevens The Netherlands 2013, 2014  
Elonie Kooter The Netherlands 2012
Esther van der Leeuw The Netherlands 2012
Eva van Dijk The Netherlands 2012
François Rossi France 2013, 2014
Gerda van den Dool The Netherlands 2011
Gideon Polak The Netherlands 2012, 2014  
Harm Edens The Netherlands 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
Heleen Minderaa The Netherlands 2012
Jeannette Woelinga The Netherlands 2013, 2014
Joanne Nihom The Netherlands 2013, 2014
Joe Sieder UK 2014
Joris Hofmans The Netherlands 2013
Jos Polak The Netherlands 2012, 2013, 2014
Kamiel van Kessel The Netherlands 2012, 2013
Kate Mellor Australia 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
Kevin LJ New Zealand 2013, 2014
Leo Cok The Netherlands 2013, 2014  
Leanne Noom The Netherlands 2014
Liesbeth Roolvink The Netherlands 2014
Lucy Firth Australia 2012
Marion van Dam The Netherlands 2013
Mark Kearns Ireland 2012, 2013, 2014  
Marleen Laverman The Netherlands 2014
Max Stallkamp Germany 2013
Melanie Naegeli Switzerland 2012
Michelle Emmel The Netherlands 2014
Naoko Osaki Japan 2013, 2014
Stan Commissaris The Netherlands 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
Tatiana Serikova Russia 2013, 2014  
Teun Melis The Netherlands 2012
Thomas Hofmans The Netherlands 2013, 2014
Tobias Oostveen The Netherlands 2012, 2013
Urs Meienberger Switzerland 2014
Vargo Bawits The Netherlands 2013
Victor Ong Singapore 2013
William Cao China 2012

PAST AND PRESENT VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS
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All achievements are made possible through our sponsors, partners and supporters. Thank you!    

SPONSORS AND PARTNERS
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www.philanthropyconnections.org
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To monitor the physical development of the preschool students, KAKO regularly measures their height and weight

In 2014 we strengthened our foundation to empower more 
people, more projects and many more children in need in 2015.     


