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We support Hun Sopeaktra and five other
students in a scholarship programme
run by our Cambodian partner Khmer
Akphiwat Khmer Organisation (KAKO). The
scholarship programme helps bring Hun
Sopeaktra a step closer to completing her
education.
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“By supporting
community-driven

initiatives

we know that what we do is
needed, and that the people
we help will remain a part of
the solutions to the problems
they face.”
Sallo Polak, Founder and Director
Philanthropy Connections
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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDER AND
DIRECTOR
Dear friends,
We are pleased to present you our Annual Report
2015. It has been a great year, with growing
support from our sponsors, donors and all of you
who contribute to our work in so many ways, and we are very glad to say - with many positive results!
It is our conscious choice to stay focused on all the
good things we can achieve in a world where so
many terrible things are happening. We feel that
every time we succeed in creating opportunities for
marginalised and at-risk children, adults and groups
of people, we somehow give a counterweight to
what is bad in the world. The people we help know
that there are people who care for them, that
they are not alone. We know that that knowledge
makes a difference to how they see the world and
to what choices they make in their future lives.

We certainly make a difference for the
two sisters, only four and six years old,
who lost their parents and found a caring
home in Koung Jor’s boarding house
which we support. The poverty-stricken
families in Cambodia who receive our
toilets enjoy safer and healthier living
conditions.
Two of a total of eight new projects we found
funding for can count on our support for at least
three years: 60 young ethnic minority youths
will be trained to help their own communities
and 90 Red Lahu women will learn about their
rights, nutrition, health and hygiene and earn a
guaranteed income through a partnership with
a Swedish firm.
Our projects are very diverse but have one thing in
common: they help children and adults to build a
safe and dignified existence for themselves.

One of the highlights this year was the very
honourable audience granted to me by His
Excellency Mr. Ittiporn Boonpracong, Ambassador
of the Kingdom of Thailand to the Netherlands, a
meaningful further endorsement of our work.
We are grateful for and motivated by the growing
number of companies, people and institutions
who acknowledge and value our work and our
approach. Thanks to their help our donor income
grew by 37% from 2014 to 2015. With this increased
support we were able to increase project spending
by 57% to support a total of 16 projects in 2015.
Our strategic plan for the next three years includes
significantly increasing the number of projects and
people we support. To achieve this it has become
crucial to register as an independent foundation
in Thailand. This is a long and bureaucratic process
which we hope to complete in 2016.
With the registration comes increased operational
costs. As we always manage our spending with
great care, we will not run any risks there. We will
have to find more funds though to meet the many
challenges and to fulfil our commitment to help
where help is needed most.
We hope that you want to stay or become a part
of what we accomplish. We assure you that every
euro, every dollar is used in the most efficient way
to give people more and better chances in life. My
deepest gratitude to all of you for helping us to
help them.
I would like to end with a quote:
“Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It
is the protection of a fundamental human right, the
right to dignity and a decent life.” Nelson Mandela

Sallo Polak
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“Working here with
the PCF team, I can create value
for others who really need help.
I truly believe that everyone
deserves a good quality of life.
What I do is to give them an
opportunity to start their better
life. It makes me happy to see
other people smile!”
Laliphat (Bow) Leelaphat,
PCF Administration Assistant, from Thailand

“I want to go to school because
school is the place for me to get
knowledge and knowledge can help
me to have a good job and good
future. The scholarship programme
reduces the expenditure on my family.
We also have a good sanitation now.
The toilet is very useful for my family.
I would like to thank you very much
for the kindness of the donors to
support me and my family.”
Roeun Kompeak,
KAKO Scholarship Student, from Cambodia
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ORGANISATION

AT A GLANCE
Philanthropy Connections Foundation is a
non-profit organisation that aims to empower
people in vulnerable circumstances by
supporting carefully s elected projects run
by local organisations. We believe that these
organisations -- and their local connections -- are
the ideal candidates to address the social and
economic conditions of their communities. They
are capable of finding solutions for the issues the
local people face.
Since its inception in 2011, Philanthropy
Connections has supported 47 different projects
in Burma, Cambodia, Nepal and Thailand in the
fields of child care, education, emergency relief,
health care and community development. Our
success is made possible by a growing global
network of supporters, volunteers and donors.
Over the past four years, we have had almost
70 volunteers from 19 different countries who
have contributed their time and expertise, and
together with our team in Chiang Mai, Thailand,
made an impact.
MISSION AND VISION
Philanthropy Connections strives to become
the first organisation that comes to mind for
community partners in Thailand, Cambodia and
Burma who seek assistance for the work they
do to empower their communities, as well as
for international private and corporate sponsors
who want to be sure that their support is used
in the most effective and cost-efficient way.
Because community organisations are lowkey, they are invisible to many development
organisations and lack access to needed
resources.

for themselves, provided that they have access
to the relevant support and knowledge. We
strongly believe that local organisations are best
suited to support their communities, as they
understand the challenges the communities
face, know the culture and speak the local
languages. These local organisations often
lack access to external support in the form of
funding, expertise and volunteers.

We are committed to working as
cost-effectively as possible, and to
provide maximum transparency to
our stakeholders.
Philanthropy Connections aims to connect
these local organisations to the required
external resources and financial support in
order to maximise their impact. In most cases,
we raise funds to support the projects of
local organisations. In addition, we introduce
volunteers to projects, provide trainings and
connect parties that offer complimentary
services. We carefully screen the organisations
we support and closely monitor the
implementation of projects, in order to ensure
that funds are used responsibly.

We therefore endeavour to operate at their
local level to discover appropriate partner
organisations.

ORGANISATION
Founded in 2011, Philanthropy Connections is
registered in the Netherlands as a foundation
under the name ‘Stichting Philanthropy
Connections’. In Thailand, where our project
office is based, Philanthropy Connections
collaborates with the Foundation for Local
Development (FLD), an organisation active
in the areas of community development and
training for empowerment.

OUR APPROACH
We work on the premise that disadvantaged
people are able to create a dignified existence

Our activities in Thailand are carried out within
the legal framework and under the name of the
FLD.
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FLD also provides Philanthropy Connections
with free office space, administrative support,
and access to shared services including legal
and regulatory support for PCF and for the five
full time employees: Sallo Polak, Executive
Director, Arusa Panyakotkaew (Noona),
Project Coordinator, and newly appointed
Miranca van Vliet as Programme Manager,
Hunter Vander as Communications Officer and
Laliphat Leelaphat (Bow) as Administration
Assistant.

by a Board. The 2015 Board consisted of four
members with Sallo Polak as the Chairman,
René Mendel as Treasurer, Gerard Verberne
as Secretary and Catherine Keyl as Board
Member.

The expansion of our team in 2015 has
greatly improved our capacity and we can
focus on more projects, long-term goals and
operate each sector of the organisation more
efficiently.

We are committed to working as costeffectively as possible, and to provide
maximum transparency to our stakeholders.
We believe our commitment maintains the
trust of sponsors and partner organisations,
and thus we can successfully pursue our
mission of helping communities in need.

Philanthropy Connections’ work is supervised

Our organisation operates with very low
overhead costs, thanks to the willingness
of our volunteers, our partnership with the
Foundation for Local Development, and the
low living costs in northern Thailand.

“As part of our CSR strategy at
Zodiac Aerospace in North Thailand, each
year we hold many activities to support the
local community. Through our cooperation
with PCF we intend to realise a win-win
situation where both partners can achieve
more. Our support enables PCF to do more
projects and with the help of PCF we are
able to optimise our own projects. This
in turn provides more local communities
with quality improvements for long-term
success.”
Jerry van Vive, General Manager
Zodiac Aerospace, from the Netherlands
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF PCF

JANUARY
Each hand helps us make a difference! More volunteers
joined the team for a few months throughout 2015
and brought their expertise to our office. Volunteers
are so important to us and we are thankful for their
role in our development since 2011. New members
joined our team including Communications Officer
Hunter Vander from South Africa and Administration
Assistant Laliphat “Bow” Leelaphat from Chiang Mai.

FEBRUARY
Tell your friends about us! We didn’t know Reineke
Bakhoven and she didn’t know us but a mutual friend
told her about our work. After hearing about our
projects in Cambodia, she decided to fund scholarships
for four girls for two years and visit Siem Reap to
meet ’her’ students! Reineke is also a sponsor of the
KAKO toilet project and makes donations through
Philanthropy Connections to directly support KAKO
staff.

MARCH
We owe a big thank you to the “Heeren van Sminia”
society, who organised a fundraising gala dinner in the
Netherlands in December 2014. The fundraiser was a great
success and resulted in a very generous donation in early
2015. We designated part of the proceeds to use for new
projects including empowering 30 Red Lahu women with
weaving skills to generate income in Thailand, teaching 70
migrant children English language skills on the Thai-Burma
border and building 25 more toilets in Siem Reap.
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APRIL
We received an overwhelming response to the KAKO
toilet project in Siem Reap. Thanks to sponsors Stichting
De Grootste Familie Helpt!, Broadcaster VARA-BNN,
Anke and Govert Eggink, and friends who donated
towards Sallo’s birthday gift, enough funds came in
to build 31 more toilets in remote villages to benefit
a total of 150 adults and children. Our wish is to build
many more to help prevent people from contracting lifethreatening diseases. Each Euro takes us a step closer…

MAY
We celebrate Burmese youth who want to be agents of
change in their communities. A total of 17 ethnic Mon and
Karen students started their training as future aid workers
at the Intensive English Career Bridging Programme in
Burma. The Lucendi Foundation funded startup and running
costs for three years to help students learn leadership skills,
receive training in project management and community
development and obtain the skills needed to pursue careers
with development organisations in Burma.

JUNE
It was a great honour for Sallo to meet with His
Excellency, the Ambassador of the Kingdom of
Thailand to the Netherlands, Mr. Ittiporn Boonpracong.
The Ambassador showed great interest in the work
of Philanthropy Connections and our mission to help
people in need in Thailand. The ambassador gladly
accepted our Annual Report 2014 and kindly offered
his help to us in the future.
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JULY
Summer brought exciting developments for one of our
English language projects when a total of 10 students
graduated from Tomato Village Learning Centre.
Nino Vega Productions even paid the English learning
centre a visit and created a video showcasing the
project. Ria and Jos Schoones also made a donation
to finance an extension of the third classroom, new
textbooks, stationery and furniture.

AUGUST
An inspiring milestone for a young Cambodian
woman! Dok Srei-ny passed her secondary school
examinations, making her the first KAKO scholarship
student to achieve this. Dok Srei-ny was supported
by our sponsor for three years, making it possible
for her to complete her education. After the sponsor
generously agreed to support Dok Srei-ny’s tertiary
education, she applied to study finance and banking at
the University of South-East Asia in Siem Reap.

SEPTEMBER
Word of mouth is such a powerful tool for connecting
with others. At our friends Toos and Herman van
Gent’s 40th wedding anniversary celebration they
asked guests to donate to us in lieu of gifts! Their
thoughtfulness resulted in a generous donation of
€ 2030 to help us continue our work. A few days later at
a post-anniversary luncheon for some friends another
donation was made for two toilets in Cambodia.
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OCTOBER
Growing support takes us to new heights! Zodiac Aerospace,
a Dutch manufacturing company of airline trolleys, agreed
to sponsor our travel costs for 2016. They also pledged to
donate a Philanthropy Connections-themed trolley with
our logo and pictures of our projects, as well as a signboard
with our logo to display in our office. We received even more
support when over 150 talented students from the Sangdao
Performing Arts School in Chiang Mai danced at the school’s
Annual Charity Dance Performance to raise funds for us!

NOVEMBER
Hilltribe families were prepared for the winter season
thanks to our generous and long-term sponsor Peter
Brodtbeck. In the mountainous villages in northern
Thailand temperatures can reach far below 10° C.
With a special focus on children and disabled family
members, Mr. Brodtbeck’s donation enabled Creating
Balance Thailand and Philanthropy Connections to
distribute 60 packages each containing blankets, a
jacket, socks, gloves and a beanie.

DECEMBER
Look at all these clothes! After seeing Sallo give a
presentation on the work we do at Philanthropy
Connections, the Chiang Mai International Rotary
Club collected clothes for our project Koung Jor Shan
Refugee Camp in Piang Luang in northwest Thailand.
Three trips were made to the camp to deliver the
clothing. The community of over 400 Shan adults
and children were so pleased to receive winter and
summer clothes!
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015
Notes

2014 EUR

2015 EUR

2015 THB

2015 EUR

Voluntary Income

1

141.344,74

171 .177,43

856.875,00

193.974,71

Projects Supported

2

-73.027,69

-114.389,39

Payroll expenses

3

-17.239,37

-29.426,84

Administrative expenses

-2.278,21

-2.370,27

Representation expenses

-1.918,99

-2.249,94

-457,36

-1.897,69

Transportation expenses

PR expenses

-1.398,71

-2.653,49

Acquisition of equipment

-837,41

0

-24.130,05

-38.598,23

-485,74

-724,49

Investment income

150,40

338,39

Withholding income tax

-15,04

-4,52

-1.526,88

0

Total Office expenses

4

Bank charges

Depreciation
Exchange rate gain/loss

5

1.287,78

0

-589,48

-390,62

Total resources expended

-97.747,22

-153.378,24

Net movement in funds

43.597,52

40.596,47

Funds brought forward

58.013,84

101.035,59

103.138,23

141.632,06

Total financial income/expenses

Funds carried forward

6
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AT 31 DECEMBER 2015
Notes
Fixed Assets

2014 EUR

7

2015 EUR

2015 THB

2015 EUR

0

0

2.535,20

83,77

Cash Dutch account

80.832,43

131.156,22

Cash in Thai account -1-

19.770,60

5.190,51

Cash on hand

Cash in Thai account -2-

5.201,56

Total assets

8 and 9

1 5103.138,23

141.632,06

Liabilities

9 and 10

10.481,32

22.680,31

Available funds

92.656,91

118.951,75

Total funds

103.138,23

141.632,06

PROJECT EXPENSES 2015
Project
General costs

Expenses 2015 in EUR
(footnote 2)
123,50

Bahn Ruam Jai - Running costs for children’s home

2.821,49

Creating Balance - Winter packages

1.043,19

KAKO - Preschools

12.472,63

KAKO - Libraries

16.399,34

KAKO - Scholarships
KAKO - Toilets

2.497,04
28.465,85

Kids Ark

5.453,50

Koung Jor Shan Refugee Camp - Running costs boarding house

5.652,43

Koung Jor Shan Refugee Camp - Electricity costs

473,95

Koung Jor Shan Refugee Camp - Upgrade solar panel system

1.272,67

Mary’s Sweet Home Orphanage

2.642,26

Mehm Kan Kyi - Intensive English and Career Bridging Programme

5.640,00

Northern Welfare Centre - Full care for two children with Down Syndrome
Tomato Village Learning Centre – Operational costs
Tomato Village Learning Centre – Additional classroom needs

1.072,44
6.298,06
1.631,71

Yogdaan Foundation - Earthquake relief funds

20.429,33

Total

114.389,39

16 | Ph il anthropy Connections - Annual R e po rt 2 01 5

Philanthropy Connections

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNT
ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Vander, Administrative Assistant Jen Meckhayai
Going concern assumption
		and Administrative Assistant Laliphat Leelaphat.
The financial statements have been prepared on Vanessa, Nara and Jen only worked part of the
the going concern assumption. The financial year year 2015. Hunter joined us in July and Laliphat in
comprises the dates from January 1 to December October 2015.					
31, 2015.					
				
					
4. Office expenses			
Cash based accounting				In 2015 we received a gift for developing a new
The financial statements are prepared on a cash website (Euro 1.229,10); these costs influenced
basis accounting method.			
the PR costs. In 2015 flight tickets for Sallo
				
to the Netherlands (fundraising) and project
Transactions and positions in the balance sheet visits (KAKO and TVLC) (total Euro 1.605,43)
in foreign currency			
influenced the trans portation costs. All flights
Monetary items in the balance sheet are were sponsored (earmarked).		
exchanged at balance sheet date (31 December 					
2015).					
5. Exchange rate income sheet			
					
Last year we used a different exchange rate than
COMMENTS TO POSITIONS FROM THE BALANCE ABN AMRO, which led to an end-of-the-year
SHEET AND INCOME AND LOSS STATEMENT exchange gain. This year we used the
AS PER 31 DECEMBER 2015.
exchange rates as
used by ABN AMRO
and therefore there are no exchange
FOOTNOTES:
			
rate gains or losses.		
1. Voluntary income			
					
Voluntary income is used to fund projects and 6. Funds carried forward 		
office costs for operating PCF. PCF distinguishes Financially PCF had a very good year and
between funds received for projects (earmarked managed to increase available funds by almost
funds) and funds received for both projects and 50%.					
office costs.					
					
				
7. Fixed assets				
2. Projects supported			
In 2015 PCF took the acquired equipment as
A summary of the project expenses can be seen costs. Equipment under Euro 450 or THB 20.000
on page 16.
is considered as costs and will not be depreciated.
					
In 2015 two drawers on wheels and one cabinet
3. Payroll expenses				were purchased for a total of THB 9.250 and IT
The payroll costs are part of the office expenses. parts, a monitor and new harddisk for a total of
In 2015 the payroll expenses are recorded in THB 5.500. In 2015 PCF did not purchase items
more detail than in 2014 and are split into salary that are qualified as fixed assets.			
expenses and staff-related expenses, like work 				
permits and visa costs.		
8. Total assets				
Part of the remaining balance from total assets
EXPLANATION OF INCREASE IN SALARY COSTS
consists of a contingency fund to guarantee
In 2015 there were eight Employees: Executive that if income costs for 2016 could still be paid.
Director Sallo Polak, Administrative Assistant In addition, as part of its requirement as a Thai
Vanessa Loucky, Project Coordinator Arusa foundation (registration pending), PCF must
Panyakotkaew, Programme Manager Miranca keep a static THB 200.000 in its Thai bank
van Vliet, Administrative Assistant Nara na account.
Chiengmai, Communications Officer Hunter
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9. Exchange rate Balance sheet 		10. Liabilities				
The assets and liabilities on the Balance sheet The allocated but unused incomings are booked
are exchanged according to the rates as per 31 into individual funds for each project and to
December 2015, which was 1 THB = 0,0254 Euro ensure the payments to all projects for 2016 we
(www.oanda.com).				reserve the remaining amount.
				
FURTHER INFORMATION TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS PER 31 DECEMBER 2015
Management compensation		
Board members receive a reimbursement of
expenses made in the interest of the organisation.
In many instances, the board members forgo
their compensation in the interest of the financial
position of the organisation. Board members do
not receive an attendance allowance nor are they
rewarded compensations for activities necessary
to fulfill their administrative functions.		
				
Commitments				
There are no commitments except the liabilities
as disclosed in the Balance Sheet on page 16.
These are promises and legally not enforceable
by law. 		
Onerous contracts and contingent liabilities
PCF has neither signed an onerous contract nor
is the the organisation obligated to fulfill services
in the name of others. No contingent liabilities
exist.		
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Annual board meeting held on 15 June 2015
The 2015 annual board meeting was held on
15 June 2015. The 2014 financial report was
discussed and approved by the Board.		
			
Subsequent events			
There are no subsequent events after the balance
closing date as per 31 December 2015.
					
Board of Directors / Management		
The 2015 Board of Directors consisted of four
members:
			
• Sallo Polak (Chairman);			
• René Mendel (Treasurer);		
• Gerard Verberne (Secretary);		
• Catherine Keyl (Member).		
Sallo Polak is managing the daily activities of
the organisation from the office in Chiang Mai,
Thailand.
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VOLUNTEERS, SPONSORS AND
PARTNERS
PAST AND PRESENT VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS

“We were attracted to
PCF because their projects give
hope to people and enable them
to help themselves. It is the
community-empowering projects
that PCF undertakes that make a
real difference. They foster selfsufficiency, build confidence, and
create a desire for an independent
future.”
Bob and Fran German,
PCF volunteers in 2015, from the US
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PAST AND PRESENT VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS
Name
Adrian van Wijk
Adriènne Kranendonk
Angie Ng
Ann Amann
Annabelle Gerber
Anneke Magendans
Anouk Aerdts
Arno Smit
Bob German
Carolyn Moffatt
Cees de Bruin
Charlotte van Voorst
Charmaine de Jongh
Damian Doyle
Dick Stevens
Elonie Kooter
Esther van der Leeuw
Eva van Dijk
François Rossi
Fran German
Fred van Zaalen
Gerda van den Dool
Gideon Polak
Harm Edens
Heleen Minderaa
Jan Johnston
Jeannette Woelinga
Jen Meckayai
Jo Lynn Tan
Jo Malcolm
Joanne Nihom
Joe Sieder
Joris Hofmans

Nationality
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
Malaysia
Switzerland
Switzerland
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
United States
UK
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
Curaçao
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
France
United States
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
Canada
The Netherlands
Thailand
Malaysia
UK
The Netherlands
UK
The Netherlands
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Year Volunteered
2013
2013, 2014, 2015
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
2014, 2015
2014
2013, 2014
2015
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
2015
2012, 2013
2012
2015
2013, 2014, 2015
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
2013, 2014, 2015
2012
2012
2012, 2015
2013, 2014
2015
2015
2011
2012, 2014 , 2015
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
2012, 2013
2015
2013, 2014
2015
2015
2015
2013, 2014, 2015
2014, 2015
2013, 2014
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PAST AND PRESENT VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS
Name
Jos Polak
Kamiel van Kessel
Kate Mellor
Kevin LJ
Lani Hollander
Leanne Noom
Leo Cok
Liesbeth Roolvink
Lucy Firth
Maartje Sak
Marion van Dam
Mark Kearns
Marleen Laverman
Massimo Marletto
Max Stallkamp
Melanie Naegeli
Michelle Emmel
Naoko Osaki
Neville Powis
Nino Lambert
Roderick Polak
Sai Smith
Samuel van Oostveen
Sandra Schimment
Stan Commissaris
Tatiana Serikova
Teun Melis
Thomas Hofmans
Tobias Oostveen
Urs Meienberger
Vargo Bawits
Victor Ong
William Cao

Nationality
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
Australia
New Zealand
United States
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
Australia
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
Ireland
The Netherlands
Italy
Germany
Switzerland
The Netherlands
Japan
UK
Belgium
The Netherlands
UK
The Netherlands
Italy
The Netherlands
Russia
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
The Netherlands
Switzerland
The Netherlands
Singapore
China

Year Volunteered
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
2012, 2013
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
2013, 2014, 2015
2015
2014
2013, 2014, 2015
2014, 2015
2012, 2013, 2014
2015
2013
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
2014, 2015
2015
2013
2012
2014, 2015
2013, 2014, 2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2015
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015
2013, 2014
2012
2013, 2014, 2015
2012, 2013
2014
2013
2013
2012
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www.philanthropyconnections.org
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SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

All achievements are made possible through our sponsors, partners and supporters. Thank you!
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“Young people should be at the forefront of global change and innovation.
Empowered, they can be key agents for development and peace. If, however, they
are left on society’s margins, all of us will be impoverished. Let us ensure that
all young people have every opportunity to participate fully in the lives of their
societies.”
											

- Kofi Annan

Young students are eager to learn English at Tomato Village Learning Centre. The Centre runs classes in the evenings in Ban
Huai Makhuea Som village in northern Thailand.

www.philanthropyconnections.org

