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MESSAGE FROM
THE FOUNDER
We are humbled by the fact that
we continued to expand our
network of supporters during
these difficult times, further
increasing donor income to meet
the new demands.

Dear Friends,

"

Recently someone asked me why I do this work. I went off on a rant for a
full 15 minutes about the hardship of the people we serve and how good it
feels to see the difference we can make. We may have a new donor now.
Donors, that is all of you, provided enormous support for our Covid-19
emergency response in 2019 and we remain very grateful. Our position
and reputation were strengthened. This also led to a lot more work and a
significant overload in 2020.

Much of the work in these troubled areas cannot be discussed in public.
Our supporters have been very flexible and understood the need to
respond quickly to rapidly changing circumstances.
We remain committed to assisting where we can whilst balancing the need
to support our existing projects that deliver long term benefits
empowering the most underserved.
We are humbled by the fact that we continued to expand our network of
supporters during these difficult times, further increasing donor income to
meet the new demands. We are grateful to see that our approach, and
transparency, is valued.

Sallo Polak, Founder and Executive Director
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Although our project partners were still recovering from 2020, and were in
serious trouble themselves, they started helping the displaced but they
urgently needed funding. Faced with these new emergencies, we reached
out to our supporters, and not in vain.

1. Message from the Founder

In 2021 the humanitarian disaster caused by the situation in Myanmar
resulted in even greater demand for our services. Thousands fled the
violence, many into areas where we already supported ‘regular’ projects.
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MESSAGE FROM
A SPONSOR

"

The organization is professional.
That is one of the reasons it is
classified as ANBI Stichting in
Holland. That is important for me.
I am happy that I can help people
through Sallo's organization.

Edwin Wierda,
Owner and CEO Wierda Vermogensbeheer
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Message from a Sponsor

I have known Sallo and Philanthropy Connections for many years.
Actually the contact was established by Catherine Keyl. She is well
known in Holland and she told me about the good work of
the team of Sallo. I decided to help.
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"

In my opinion, it is ”my duty” to help the people who need it at most.
Personally I have a good life and it feels good for me to support others.
Of course it is very important that the money and effort will be put to
good use. Sallo keeps me well informed with what is happening in the
projects I support.
Philanthropy Connections is guided by Sallo, but it is not a one-man
show. The organization is professional. That is one of the reasons it is
classified as ANBI Stichting in Holland. That is important for me. I am
happy that I can help people through Sallo's organization. I have deep
respect for him and his life's meaning. For me it is natural to support
the people who need it.

You can find out more about BNSCLC, one of the projects Edwin supports,
on their dedicated page on our website.

ABOUT
PCF

35

100+

Active projects
in 2021

Volunteers have
supported us

NGO
Philanthropy Connections
Foundation (PCF) is a nonprofit organisation that
supports people in vulnerable
situations in Thailand,
Myanmar and Cambodia.

€331K
Spent on projects
in 2021

PARTNERSHIP

CONNECTION

We work in partnership with local
organisations that know the needs
of their communities. They are the
ideal partners to implement projects
that will address these problems.
What they often lack are the
resources to find help from outside.

We find the required help for
our partners - we connect, we
engage, we facilitate. We shine
a light onto small, effective
grassroots organisations.

STEP

STEP

STEP

SEARCHING

ASSESSMENT

DUE DILIGENCE

CONNECTING

We actively search for
projects that normally
would remain invisible
to potential donors.

The partner and the
project are initially
checked to ensure that
they meet our criteria.

Before we support,
the partner and
project undergo a
rigorous assessment.

We connect these
projects with
sponsors willing to
fund their activities.

STEP

01

02

03

04

Our portfolio of projects is diverse, but every project we invest in is created to improve the
living conditions of the most vulnerable and underserved. Each one enables impoverished
communities to become more self-sufficient and gives its members the tools to lead
independent, dignified lives.
We are delighted with our past success record and are committed to continued growth to
support more people and expand our treasured community of supporters, donors,
volunteers and partners.

Beginnings

Early efforts

PCF is established

It started with an idea to
support small, local
and invisible organisations.

Sallo starts connecting
supporters with several
projects.

Officially registered
in the Netherlands.

2011

2010

€98k - 190% growth in
project spending

Registered for tax
deductible donations in
EU and USA.

Already 38 volunteers
from 17 countries have
stepped up.

2014

€33k
12 projects
supported.

2013

2015

€73k - 16 Projects
supported

€100k - 21 Projects
supported

€264k - 31 Projects
supported

Our own office in
Thailand and now a
Thai foundation.

Receive the NTCC
"Great Sustainability
Projects" award.
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2017

8 years registered
in the Netherlands

3.000 Burmese
IDPs supported

Our links with our
Thailand based
supporters grows.

3 new projects
support the most
vulnerable.

2019

2020

2. About PCF

2016

2018

40.000 hot meals +
1.000+ families fed
Emergency food
response to COVID.

2012

€73k - 15 Projects
supported

10 year
anniversary!
€331.000 funded 35
projects.

2021

"

MESSAGE FROM
A SUPPORTER

After working with a number of
NGOs over the years, to try to
improve the life of some, we
learned to know Philanthropy
Connections and immediately fell
in love with their direct, down-toearth and personal approach.

Frank van Baal
Regional Director Asia, ZI-ARGUS

"

Fortune, luck and opportunity are not equally divided in our world and,
if we open our eyes, we are confronted by this on a daily basis.

Over the past 5 years, we have closely cooperated to break the circle of
poverty, by supporting the education of young, unprivileged, students in
the North of Thailand. This does not only require the funds we make
available, but a great deal of work on the side of Philanthropy
Connections as well to select, guide and coach these students
throughout their entire education.
Equipped with a good degree, these students are not only able to lift
themselves and their family out of poverty, but become a beacon of
hope for the society they live in as well.
If you want to feed the hungry, not only buy them fish, but teach them
how to fish!
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After working with a number of NGOs over the years, to try to improve
the life of some, we learned to know Philanthropy Connections and
immediately fell in love with their direct, down-to-earth and personal
approach.

Message from a Supporter

While working and living in Asia for over 3 decades, you often encounter
people in very difficult situations, caught in a vicious circle of poverty,
without being able to break free due to a lack of education and
therefore opportunity.
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JANUARY 2021
"Doing what you can to help
people means more to me now
than ever before..."
Even as his own business was facing
many challenges, Simon Bradshaw
wanted to help people during the
pandemic. So he and his family drove
to the remote Koung Jor Shan
Refugee Camp and Ban Pha Lai village
to deliver essential food and supplies.

FEBRUARY 2021
BREAKING THE CYCLE OF POVERTY
Alang and his siblings live in a small hut in a
remote village where most people only
speak their native language but teachers
teach in Thai. Alang and his friends don’t
speak Thai and so many of them will drop
out to work on the farm.
This innovative programme that trains
teachers to teach in the local language,
AND in Thai, improving their chances of
finishing school and escaping poverty.

MARCH 2021
A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR A
SCHOLARSHIP STUDENT
Piyawat was accepted into two
Universities! What a feat considering
the disadvantages and struggles he had
to overcome.
Congratulations to Piwayat - he took
every opportunity and his persistence
and dedication will make for a great
future.

APRIL 2021
ONE DAY IN THE LIFE: Poe Si,
English & History Teacher
Poe Si was born and raised in Pwoh
Pwo Lay at the Thai/Myanmar Border
but had to flee when very young due
to the constant military conflict. After
moving many times he finally found a
place with a good school. Upon
graduating he decided to return to his
home town to become a teacher and
to nurture the next generation.

MAY 2021
YOU CAN HAVE SUCH AN IMPACT
FROM A WORLD AWAY!
The remote village of Ban Phai Lai was
locked down due to COVID infections.
With their crops devalued, rising food
prices and work difficult to find, the 750
residents were desperate. Thanks to a
Dutch sponsor we provided them with
essential food to supplement their diet relieving their meager budgets and
making sure their children can eat.
.

JUNE 2021
FINALLY THEY CAN GO TO
SCHOOL FOR THE FIRST TIME!
In 2019, PCF supported building a
school in a very remote area of
Myanmar where children have no
educational opportunities. Just as it
was completed, COVID restrictions
prevented them from using their
new school. But now the children
are finally able to enjoy their first
classes in a real school!

JULY 2021
MAKING CONNECTIONS THAT MAKE
THINGS HAPPEN
There are many needs in the world, but
with limited funds, there is only so much
we can do. What we can do though is
make connections between other
organisations that can help each other.
Thanks to the connection we made
between the Chiang Mai International
Rotary Club and Shan Women’s Action
Network, the Koung Jor Nursery school
now receives nutritional school lunches.

AUGUST 2021
EMERGENCY FOOD RELIEF FOR 1.000
MIGRANT FAMILIES (5.500 PEOPLE)
Migrant workers and their families in 3
rural districts of Chiang Mai P
 rovince are
currently facing a desperate situation.
The latest round of restrictions has
resulted in unpaid or deferred wages,
leaving the families with no money to
buy food. Through our emergency relief
initiative, we were able to help them with
enough food to survive.

SEPTEMBER 2021
A STEP TOWARDS SUSTAINABILITY
When a motorcycle tour group visited
one of the leadership training centres
that we support, they were impressed
to see how bright young people from
underserved areas were learning to
become 'Change Makers'.
But they also heard about the lack of a
reliable water supply for the school, so
the group and the staff from Bike Tour
Asia worked tirelessly to raise funds!

OCTOBER 2021
WOULDN'T YOU WANT A STRONG
START IN LIFE FOR THESE KIDS...?
We have been supporting preschools
for 130 children, from 3 to 5 years old,
in five remote rural villages in
Cambodia since 2013.
Without this they would not only miss
out on the solid foundation that
preschools bring, but also on the
extra nutrition and the health
monitoring that the schools provide.

NOVEMBER 2021
YOUR MONTHLY DONATIONS AT WORK
While many parts of the world have
returned to some kind of normalcy, the
situation for refugees has not improved at
the same rate.
Faced with many obstacles to provide
enough food for their families, the Koung
Jor Refugee Camp asked for rice and
cooking oil. With your monthly donations
we have been able to support them since
April 2020. Thank you!

DECEMBER 2021
MEETING THE NEW DUTCH
AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND
Sallo met with H.E. Remco van
Wijngaarden, the new Dutch
Ambassador to Thailand, on his brief
but busy two day visit to Chiang Mai l
We hope to be able to take the
ambassador on a visit to one of our
projects in the coming year.

"

MESSAGE FROM
A SUPPORTER

"

We are convinced the PCF
approach "small scale and
small steps" works well and
we keep our belief in the
vision of Sallo and PCF.

Reineke Bakhoven & Frank de Vos
Long time supporters and sponsors
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Message from a Supporter

In 2015 I first met with PCF and their chairman Sallo Polak. I was trying
to find a trusted organisation working on small scale humanitarian
projects in Cambodia. And why Cambodia ? Well, in 2006 I travelled
widely there and saw the intense poverty in the towns and villages.
Since then I always wanted to provide some financial support.
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Sallo suggested the local partner of PCF in Cambodia; KAKO. They have
projects aiming to better the health and sanitary conditions in small
rural communities, improve education for preschoolers and
scholarships for children who would otherwise not afford to go to
school.
I was able to visit a number of these projects together with my
husband. We were also able to meet some of the students we sponsor.
They are so happy to continue their school education and by doing so
have better chances for their future.
Every year we receive small messages about their well being delivered
via PCF. And it feels good. Together with my father we donate toward
this project.
We are convinced the PCF approach "small scale and small steps" works
well and we keep our belief in the vision of Sallo and PCF.

ACTIVE
PROJECTS

35

Projects

Note: some projects are of more than one type

THAILAND
18 Projects

4. Active Projects

CAMBODIA
4 Projects
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BURMA
13 Projects

Note: Personnel Costs assigned proportionally
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PARTNERS
Projects per Partner
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4. Active Projects

Spend per Partner
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Note: Excludes Personnel Costs

FINANCES
Consolidated statement of financial activities for the
year ended 31 December 2021
EUR
Total Income

EUR
500.444

Income from Sponsors

294.346

Income from Funding

206.098

Total expenditure

382.179

Expenditure on Objectives

331.377

Travel and accommodation expenses

-

Information and publicity

-

General expenses

42.015
-

Expenditure as % of total income

87%

Expenses of own fundraising

15.298

Travel and accommodation expenses

-

Information and publicity

-

Personnel costs and volunteer fees
General expenses

2.189
13.109

Expenditure as % of total income

4%

Management & Administration costs

35.504

Personnel costs and volunteer fees

23.870

Various mngmnt. & admn. costs

11.634

Expenditure as % of total income
Results
Result on exchange rate

9%
118.265
1.413

Funds brought forward

105.459

Funds Carried Forward *

225.137

5. Finances

Personnel costs and volunteer fees

289.362
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Project supported
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EXPENDITURE
ON OBJECTIVES
EUR
BCSWU (Bodhivijjalaya College Srinakharinwirot University) - Scholarship
programme
BHHLNCS (Baan Huay Hin Lad Nok Community School) - Operational
costs and educational support
BNSCLC (Ban Nai Soi Community Learning Center) - Food and medicine

BNSCLC - Entrance gate and laptop

1.100

BPL (Baan Pha Lai community school) - School infrastructure improvements

3.014

BPLVC (Baan Pha Lai Village Community) - Food support during Covid-19

1.918

FAL (Foundation for Applied Linguistics) - Salaries and support MTB-MLE project
FCHG (Fortune Community Health Group) - Loi Sam Sip School
FCHG - Emergency food support
FCHG - Covid-19 protection support for migrant workers
FWB (Friends Without Borders) - Capacity building for Karen teachers and
schools

525
4.504
33.734
9.000
17.426
3.457
23.449

FWB - Thoo Mwe School - Dormitory construction and food for students

8.974

FWB - Mae Kae Khee School - School reconstruction after fire

6.854

FWB - Karen IDPs Nutrition support and medical supplies
5. Finances

11.602
2.605

BWL (Ban Wanaluang) - Scholarship Programme
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4.514

BNSCLC - Water supply system

BPLVC - Extra evening classes during Covid-19
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11.298

18.951

FWB - Klo Yaw Lay Hospital - Medical equipment, supplies and nutrition

4.810

FWB - Tee K'haw and Klay Po Glo Health Centres - Medical equipment and
supplies

3.268

FWB - Daw Noe Ku IDP camp - School equipment, materials and nutrition

2.981

FWB - Karenni -Thai Border area - Humanitarian aid for IDPs

5.093

FWB - Emergency Humanitarian Aid Fund for IDPs

6.725

EXPENDITURE
ON OBJECTIVES
EUR
KAKO (Khmer Akphiwat Khmer Organization) - Full operational costs

19.959

KAKO - 60 Scholarships

14.376
396

KAKO - Preschools

17.874

KJSRC (Koung Jor Shan Refugee Camp) - Boarding house

12.096
182

KJSRC - Stipends English teachers

1.816

KJSRC - Emergency food aid

4.028

KJSRC - Equipment for evening classes

387

LWO (Lahu Women's Organisation) - Food support for IDPs in Chin State

2.327

MDDD (Myitkyina Diocese Development Department) - Strengthening
capacity teachers

27.536

WH (Wide Horizons) - Education support for ten students
Personnel costs
TOTAL

2.583
42.015
331.377

5. Finances

KJSRC - Individual refugee family support
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KAKO - Individual scholarships
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NOTES ON THE
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT
Accounting Policies Going Concern Assumption
The Financial statements have been prepared on the going concern
assumption.
The Financial year comprises the dates from 1st January to 31st December.

Cash based accounting
The financial statements are prepared on a cash basis accounting method.
Transactions and positions in the balance sheet are in multiple foreign
currencies.
Transactions in a foreign currency are exchanged at the date of the
transaction.
Foreign exchange gains and losses resulting from transactions in a foreign
currency are accounted in the profit and loss statement.
Monetary items in the balance sheet are exchanged on the balance sheet
date, of 31st December.

Payroll
Payroll costs are divided in three categories, Expenditure on Objectives,
Expenditure on Own Fundraising, and Management and Administration
costs.

Exchange rates

5. Finances

Annual board meeting
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Two exchange rates have been used. For the profit and loss account the
average exchange rate was 1 THB = 0,0269 EUR. The exchange rate used
for the balance sheet to calculate liabilities and assets was 1 THB = 0,0265
EUR.

* Funds carried forward
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The 2021 Financial Audit report was discussed and approved by the Dutch
Board on 29th June 2022.

At the end of the year, some substantial unexpected donations came in. At
that time, our project budgets had already been allocated and to ensure
the most effective use of these new amounts we reserved them for the
coming year.

FROM THE PCF
PROJECT TEAM
Educational support for Internally
Displaced Persons (IDP) students in
Kayin State
Sarawut Pengsannoo (O)
Operations Support Officer

"

I have been working with PCF for one year and have seen that PCF, our local
partners and our generous sponsors and donors contributed and delivered
huge support through numerous projects for those in need.
I am grateful to be a small part of this wonderful and amazing team to make
a difference.

These tough circumstances reminded me of when I received a scholarship to
continue my education. I believe that supporting these children in need should
give all who contribute to this project a sense of fulfilment.
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With our support, a temporary school has been set up in a temporary IDP
camp in Kayin state to help 188 children. A school for these children is not just
a chance to keep up with their education; it also gives them some stability in
what is a precarious situation. It helps keep them from harm, protects them
from predation, and gives them the skills to survive in their environment and
circumstances

6. From the Project Team

One significant project I admire is the Educational Support for IDPs
Students. The current conflicts in Myanmar have forced many thousands of
people to flee, most into the jungle though some to one of the temporary
camps. In these circumstances, children are the most vulnerable and run the
risk of being exploited, trafficked, recruited by armed forces, or caught up in
drug-related problems.
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"

MESSAGE FROM
A SUPPORTER

Daniel Senicar
Manager, Bike Tour Asia

"

In the beginning we were
struggling finding a suitable
long term charity project to
support. This all changed
when we met Sallo and his
team at PCF.

"As a motorcycle tour operator we enjoy living and working in SE Asia
and are grateful to be able to support some community charities and
projects that assist those in need.
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Message from a Supporter

In the beginning we were struggling finding a suitable long term charity
project to support. This all changed when we met Sallo and his team at
PCF.
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Today we are very proud of the progress and development at Ban Nai
Soi Community Learning Center in North West Thailand. With the
guidance from PCF we know that the donations are generating the
highest possible return for the students."

CHAIRMAN

OUR BOARD

Sallo Polak
Founder & Executive Director

THAI BOARD

Dr. Samai Sirithongthaworn
Board Member

René Mendel
Treasurer

7. Our Board

DUTCH BOARD

Catherine Keyl
Board Member

Gerard Verberne
Secretary
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Chuwong Supasitthumrong
Treasurer & Secretary
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OUR TEAM

Sallo Polak
Founder & Executive
Director

Krist Inmanee (Ton)
Team Support Officer

Nisa Nanakorn (Pim)
Finance & Accounting
Officer

Acharee Hughes (Mam) Kanyarat
Project Finances
Pinyonitchakul (Kan)
Coordinator
Admin Officer

Anupap Danpo (Game) Pong
Mae-Baan
Project Coordinator

Jacob Mooney
Mark Kearns
Communications Officer Communications and
Media
Strategy Manager

Chonlaya Ek-akara
(Som)
Communications Officer

10. Our Team
ANNUAL REPORT 2021
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Sarawut
Pengsannoo (O)
Operations Support
Officer

ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS
IN 2021

"

I started working for PCF beginning of May not knowing
anything about them... I fell in love with their intentions
and purpose. PCF searches for local projects that lack in
awareness but nevertheless need just as much help and
support.

It opened my eyes to see there are so many people in
today’s world that need help but are overlooked. We need
more organisations like PCF that fight for 'small' projects!
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9. Active Volunteers

Eva Kollmannsberger,
NHL Stenden Student
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10. Our Sponsors

OUR SPONSORS
AND SUPPORTERS
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10. Our Sponsors

OUR SPONSORS
AND SUPPORTERS

23

ANNUAL REPORT 2021

10. Our Sponsors

OUR SPONSORS
AND SUPPORTERS
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10. Our Sponsors

OUR SPONSORS
AND SUPPORTERS
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